Islamic History
It seemed right that the pagan worship should remain
on the far eastern bank, where the tomb of Ezekiel and the
tower of Babel still stand as landmarks of a world sub-
merged. But as you cross the bridge of boats to Kufa you
step from Babilonia into the history of Islam. Between it
and Nejf lies, destroyed under the sand, the Arab capital
of the Bangs of Hira. The shrunken modern town of
Kufa is surrounded on three sides by sandy hillocks where
the Beduin conquerors' town lies buried. The great
mosque where All was murdered as he prayed still stands,
empty except in a time of pilgrims; and remnants of AH's
house, under a small blue dome. The casde, they say, was
destroyed by the Ummayyad, Abd al-Malik ibn Marwan.
As he sat there in his diwan he heard an old Beduin mur-
mur: " You will be the fifth.9'
" What fifth 2 " said the King.
" When I first came to Kufa," the old Beduin replied,
" I saw the head of Husain between the hands of Obaidallah
his murderer. I went away, and when I next came to
Kufa, I saw the head of Obaidallah between the hands of
al-Mukhtar ibn Yusuf who killed him. I went away,, and
when I next came I saw the head of al-Mukhtar between
the hands of Mus'ab bn Zubair. I went away, and now I
have returned, and I see the head of Mus'ab ibn Zubair in
your hands."